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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, NATO 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED DCM/POLITICAL COUNSELORS' CONFERENCE 
REF: USNATO 5177 

1. IN VIEW OF CONTINUED INTEREST AMONG POSTS, WE CONCUR 
IN USNATO'S HOLDING A DCM/POLITICAL COUNSELORS' MEETING. 
HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE IT SHOULD OCCUR AFTER FIRST OF THE 
YEAR. 

2. FOR VARIETY OF REASONS, INCLUDING BUDGETARY RESTRAINTS 
HERE, WE ANTICIPATE THAT ONLY TWO OR THREE WASHINGTON- 
BASED OFFICIALS WOULD PARTICIPATE IN THIS CONFERENCE. THUS, 

WE BELIEVE USNATO SHOULD DRAW ON LOCAL RESOURCES TO EXTENT 
POSSIBLE IN ARRANGING INFORMATIVE SESSIONS WITH VISITORS 
FROM POSTS. IN LINE WITH SIMILAR MEETING ORGANIZED BY 
USNATO IN FALL OF 1972, WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT PRIMARY 
EMPHASIS BE ON EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AMONG POST REPRESENTATIVES 
AND WITH USNATO TO ENSURE BETTER UNDERSTANDING AND MESHING 
OF BILATERAL EFFORTS WITHIN MULTILATERAL CONTEXT OF US 
POLICY TOWARDS EUROPE, RATHER THAN ON POLICY BRIEFINGS BY 
WASHINGTON-BASED OFFICIALS. KISSINGER UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 
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